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For Focus, Scope, Aims, Policies and Guidelines visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-0 For Article Submission Guidelines visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions#onlineSubmissions For Policies against Scientific Misconduct visit http://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/editorialPolicies#custom-2 For reprints contact <info@threatenedtaxa.org> Sagareshwar Wildlife Sanctuary, which by any standard, is a small area of wilderness. It was created to restore the forest and to provide a home for flora and fauna. Since the area is protected and restoration work has been done several bird species have been noticed in the sanctuary. We have been visiting Sagareshwar since the early 1990s to document the biodiversity of the sanctuary. From 1990 to 2014 we have recorded the avifauna and analysed its status. This paper reports the results of the observations pertaining to the avifaunal diversity encountered in the area between 1990 and 2014.
Abstract: Sagareshwar Wildlife Sanctuary in southern Maharashtra is one of the smallest sanctuaries in the state encompassing 10.87km 2 .
Our studies documenting avifauna of this wildlife sanctuary revealed the presence of 138 bird species including 71 residents, 21 local migrants, nine breeding migrants, 24 winter visitors and 13 species whose status could not be determined. The sanctuary harbours three Indian endemics, 23 South Asian endemics, and one Near Threatened bird species.
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Historical aspect
This was a densely wooded area during the British Raj. In the days before independence the hills near the temple were green and though there were no big carnivores in this jungle other variety of fauna were well represented. The animals that lived in this wilderness were hyena, jackal, wolf, hare, etc. There were no herbivores like Blackbuck, Sambar, Spotted Deer and Barking Deer which are now seen at Sagareshwar.
After independence the situation changed. Cutting down of trees, hunting and grazing became a norm and within a short span of 2-3 decades the hills turned barren and the sighting of animals became rare.
Mr. D.M. Mohite, a resident of a nearby village Mohityache Vadgaon, was disturbed to see this wanton destruction of the forest and its denizens. In the decade of 1970 he took up the task to restore this wilderness to some degree and make it a safe haven for animals to live and thrive. The word about his intentions spread and many volunteers joined in this noble task. His tenacity and sincerity attracted more people in this endeavour and eventually the Government of Maharashtra declared Sagareshwar as a wildlife sanctuary in 1985 (Mohite 
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1996). There is hardly any literature published on the birds of Sagareshwar except by Tuljapurkar (1992) where he mentions the occurrence of 40 bird species. The current study is the first systematic effort to document avifauna of this sanctuary. The study period encompasses 17 years of information on avifauna of the region.
Methods

Study Area
This 
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unpublished data).
Survey
We followed BirdLife International (2014) version 7 for taxonomy and nomenclature of bird species recorded in the sanctuary. Along with this, we also categorized the birds according to their status, occurrence, threatened, and endemicity. A wetland named Kumbhargao Talav which is adjacent to the sanctuary and now added in it was also included in the survey.
The data was mainly collected by the authors as part of a systematic avifaunal study, and occasional visits between 1990 and 2014. We have visited the sanctuary independently and have maintained the record of avifauna. A total of 83 visits were carried out during the study period.
The occurrence of species was defined using following criteria. Common-species observed repeatedly in suitable habitat; Uncommon-species occurs on a regular basis, but not frequently in suitable habitat;
Occasional-species that were recorded occasionally in suitable habitat; Single record-species reported only once. Similarly, status of the species was defined by field observations and followinng (Ali & Ripley 1987). Endemic status was followed using (Jathar & Rahmani 2006 ). The IUCN Red List status was followed using (Rahmani 2012) . interesting to study its pre and post breeding habitats.
Grey-bellied Cuckoo Cacomantis passerinus
This is also a breeding migrant to the Sagareshwar WS.
It arrives in late May (last week of May) and stays there till the last week of September. It starts calling upon arrival and can be heard till the end of September. We could not observe any juvenile birds during our study period. It would be very interesting to know which species it exploits as foster parents to take care of the brood.
Square-tailed Bulbul Hypsipetes ganeesa
This species was observed only thrice in the Sagareshwar WS between 2005 and 2006. Its sighting was confined to the months of July to October. These birds might have strayed and settled in the sanctuary for some time. However, further investigation is required to know whether they are regular visitors or stray birds visiting Sagareshwar WS.
Vernal Hanging Parrot Loriculus vernalis
This is another interesting species observed in the Sagareshwar WS. It was only seen in 2006, from July to September. A small flock and individuals were observed across the months. They were seen foraging on pods of 
